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The National Institute of Genetics is located on the
outskirts of the city of Mishima near the Fuiji-Hakone-
Izu National Park. It was established in 1949, primarily as
the central institute for studies in the various branches
of genetics in Japan. In the 47 years since its establish-
ment, the Institute has made many significant contribu-
tions to the progress of genetics and has become wide-
ly known throughout the international scientific commu-
nity. During this period, genetics has played an increas-
ingly important role in the development of modern life sci-
ence. Accordingly it became necessary to promote col-
laborative studies among scientists of different disci-
plines from various institutions. Therefore, in April 1984
the Institute was reorganized into an inter-university re-
search institute. Upon establishment of the Graduate Uni-
versity for Advanced Studies in April 1988, the Insti-
tute together with six other national research institutes
shares the research and educational activities of the uni-
versity, operating as its Department of Genetics. In ad
dition to a modern research department, the Institute has
facilities for unique genetic stocks, structural biology and
a DNA data bank. Through these activities the Insti-
tute will continue to contribute to the development of ge-
netics and related sciences not only in Japan but through-
out the world.

Director-General
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TOMIZAWA, Jun-ichi

Research field: Molecular biology

Career: Head, Dept. of Chemistry, National Institute of Health,
Japan (1961-1968); Professor of Biology, Faculty of Sci-
ence, Osaka University (1966-1971); Chief, Section on Molec-
ular Genetics, Laboratory of Molecular Biology, NIDDK, Na-
tional Institutes of Health, U.S.A. (1971-1989); Director-Gen-
eral, National Institute of Genetics (1989-
Genes to Cells (1995- )

Awards: Genetics Society of Japan Award (1962); Mat-
sunaga Award (1970); Asahi Press Award (1986)
Membership: The Japan Academy (1990)

Honorary membership: The American Society of Biologi-
cal Chemists (1970); The American Academy of Arts and
Sciences (1971); The National Academy of Sciences of the
U.S.A. (1995)

); Editor-in-Chief,
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T fh B E A 105,312m
Institute Facilities and Grounds

B SR T 96,069

A iR | Institute Area
Details | 5 & W ih 9,243
Residential Area
Y e EAT GRRg) 12,190m
Building area
(SEMHS) 24,569m

(Total floor space)
(E8E6 B 1 BIRTE)

A THEBARE
Main building
B [X&E
Library
fiff 2% S B A
Laboratory building
g
Lecture Hall
F B HRERR =
Radiation laboratory
W& W Rtz 5 —
Structural biology center
H RISEH
Radioisotope laboratory
J PRI HE B SRR AR
Internal radiation laboratory
K550 B
Bird hatchery
L Ao =
Main machine room
M T S AN
Computer building
N & %
Silkworm room
P 2 XZEE
Mouse breeding building |
Q MR EEEMmE
Lodging for researchers
R MEEEEMRFMELE VS
Genetic stock research center
S N A M AR
Attached silkworm building
A WD BI 2o AR
Microbial research building
¥ 0 2 i) B R
Mouse breeding building I
V  SE R[5 B AR
Administration building for
experimental farm
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1949 June 1
Aug. 10
1953 Jan. 1
Aug. 1
1954 July 1
1955 Sept. 15
Qet:- 1
1960 Apr. 30
1962 Apr. 1
1964 Apr. 1
1969 Apr. 1
1974 Apr. 1
1975 Mar. 1
Oct. 1
1976 Oct. 1
1983 Oct. 1
1984 Apr. 12
1985 Apr. 1
1987 Jan. 12
1988 Apr. 8
Oet. 2t
1989 Oct.
1993 Apr. 1

1994 June 24

1995 Apr. 1

1996 May 11

Established under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of
Education, Science and Culture. Started with an ad-
ministrative department and three research depart-
ments.

Prof. Kan Oguma was elected the 1st Director.
Three research departments were reorganized as
the Departments of Morphological Genetics, Cyto-
logical Genetics and Physiological Genetics.
Department of Biochemical Genetics was added.
Department of Applied Genetics was added.
Department of Induced Mutation was added.

Prof. Hitoshi Kihara was elected the 2nd Director.
Department of Human Genetics was added.
Department of Microbial Genetics was added.
Department of Population Genetics was added.
Prof. Daigoro Moriwaki was elected the 3rd Direc-
tor. Department of Molecular Biology was added.
Plant Section of the Genetic Stock Center was es-
tablished.

Dr. Yataro Tazima was elected the 4th Director.
Animal Section in the Genetic Stock Center was
added.

Microbial Section in the Genetic Stock Center was
added.

Dr. Ei Matsunaga was elected the 5th Director.
Reorganized as an inter-university research insti-
tute for joint use by universities. The DNA Re-
search Center (DNA Structure and Recombinant
DNA Laboratories) and the Experimental Farm were
established. The Genetic Stock Research Center
was expanded into five laboratories: the Genetic
Resources Laboratory was added and the Animal
Section was divided into the Mammalian and Inver-
tebrate Laboratories.

The DNA Synthesis and DNA Data Analysis Labo-
ratories were added in the DNA Research Center.
The DNA Data Bank of Japan began operations.
The Radio-isotope Center was established. The
Gene Library Laboratory was added in the DNA Re-
search Center.

The Graduate University for Advanced Studies was
éstablished. The Genetics Program, School of Life
Science of the University started.

Dr. Jun-ichi Tomizawa was elected the 6th Direc-
tor.

The Mammalian Development Laboratory was
added in the Genetic Stock Research Center.
The Gene Function Research Laboratory was
added in the DNA Research Center.

The Center for Information Biology was estab-
lished. Gene-Product Informatics and Molecular
Classification Laboratories were added and DNA
Data Analysis and Gene Function Laboratories were
transferred from the DNA Research Center.

The DNA Research Center was reorganized as the
Structural Biology Center consisting of 5 laborato-
ries (Biological Macromolecules, Molecular Bio-
mechanism, Multicellular Organization, Biomo-
lecular Structure and Gene Network).







