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Describing Graphs and Shapes 6-8

1. Unit Description:
In any presentation where we make use of visual aids such as graphs, charts, pictures or
schematic diagrams, the ability to explain what is represented in the visuals in words is an
absolute necessity. In this unit we will learn vocabulary and expressions necessary to describe
the trends, key points, complex shapes, etc. which typically can be quite challenging for
presenters. Through ample practice, observation of our peers, and mutual constructive
criticism, we aim to improve our skills in this essential part of presentations.

2. Skills / Areas to be developed:
Defining, Explaining, Clarifying

3. Allotted Class Time: Three periods

4. Goals: "“Can Do”
1) Be able to introduce and explain trends on graphs and charts.
2) Be able to describe shapes and structures using basic expressions.
3) Be able to apply these skills to describe real, complex examples.

5. Tasks:

1) Explaining graphs (basic): Study basic expressions for explaining trends on a graph and
practice applying them to present simple graphs.

2) Describing shapes (basic): Study and put into practice basic expressions for explaining simple
and slightly complex shapes.

3) Explaining practical graphs and shapes: Apply expressions and skills to present and explain
more complex scientific examples.

4) Critical comments: Through listening to each other’s ideas and exchanging constructive
criticism, gain a better understanding or our own strong points and areas for improvement.
The instructor’'s comments will also serve as a reference.

6. Materials: PowerPoint slide show with copies provided for student use.
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