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Critical Thinking in Academic Presentation 19

1. Unit Description:
When listening to academic presentations, it is important to maintain a critical frame of
mind. We ought not to simply accept without question the presenter’s logic and the
data supplied, but rather ensure that we fully understand, examine, and assess what
we are presented to our own satisfaction. By no means does the term critically thinking
imply that we should simply seek out the faults and criticize them in a negative manner.
Sometimes our inquiry into the contents of a presentation might lead us to a positive

assessment. This too is critical thinking.

2. Skill / Areas to be developed: Critical thinking

3. Allotted class time: One period

4. Goals: “Can Do”
1) Improve their critical thinking skills

2) Be able to explain one’s own opinion clearly and logically

5. Tasks:
1) Presentation observation: Watch a taped presentation approximately 10 minutes
in length.
2) Discussion: Be able to discuss the above presentation assessing the following
three criteria: The interpretation of results, the logical development and the overall

structure.

6. Materials:
- Taped presentations
- Video camera and tape

- Useful Expressions for Discussions / Presentations in English (UEDPE)
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