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1. Unit Description:
The most vital skill for scientific discussions is the ability to present our arguments logically. We
must be able to present our arguments and observations taking care that we do not have any
leaps in our logic and that we do not confuse facts with inferences. When inferences are made,
they should be done so appropriately. In this unit we will simulate a scientific discussion session
whereby we present on and offer our opinions based on virtual data. We will aim to make
convincing and persuasive arguments while making credible and logical inferences.

2. Skills / Areas to be developed:
Distinguishing facts from opinions, Making points and defending our arguments, Responding to
challenging questions, Effectively using expressions to indicate the degree of possibility

3. Allotted Class Time: Two periods

4. Goals: "“Can Do”
1) Learn to state inferences in a way that does not misrepresent them as facts.
2) Be able to satisfactorily respond to challenging questions.
3) Be able to make proper use of expressions indicating the degree of possibility.

5. Tasks:

1) Homework: Prepare a one minute speech using the provided data to demonstrate that a
newly discovered animal is in fact a koala.

2) Presentation: Present our prepared speeches to the class.

3) Question and Answer session: respond to questions designed to challenge ideas contained
in the presentations.

4) Critical comments: Through listening to each other’s ideas and exchanging constructive
criticism, gain a better understanding or our own strong points and areas for improvement.
The instructor’'s comments will also serve as a reference.

6. Materials:
+ Data.
- Checklist for Logical Discussion
- Video camera with tape.
« Useful Expressions for Discussions / Presentations in English.
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