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Asking Questions on Academic Presentation 20-21

1. Unit Description:

In the question-and-answer portion of an academic presentation, we may ask not only questions
directly addressing the contents of the presentation but also questions or suggestions of a
development-oriented type. They may inquire of or offer suggestions for future research
development on the topic or they may be helpful statements offering new viewpoints or
interpretations of evidence provided in or related to the presentation. The first task in making
these development-oriented comments is figuring out what we can contribute to the issues /
topics contained in the presentation. In this unit we will observe recorded academic
presentations and as a group consider what kinds of questions / suggestions we can make. We
will discuss what kinds of questions are interesting or effective ones and what it is about them
that makes them so. In this unit we will try to learn what it takes to be a good ‘questioner’.

2. Skills / Areas to be developed:
Asking good questions

3. Allotted Class Time: Two periods

4. Goals: "“Can Do”
1) Be able to ask better and more interesting questions.
2) Become aware of the most effective techniques for question-making.

5. Tasks:
1) Observing presentation: Watch a five-minute taped presentations.
2) Asking questions: Ask as many questions as possible on presentations.
3) Discussion: Discuss which questions were the best and why and also discuss the most
effective ways to make questions or offer comments / suggestions on presentations.

6. Materials:
Taped presentations
Checklist for Academic Presentation
Video camera and tape
Useful Expressions for Discussions / Presentations in English
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