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Critical Discussion 15-16

1. Unit Description:
During the question and answer portion of an academic presentation, it is necessary to be
able to present, express our opinions and interpretations, listen to and respond to questions,
and summarize our presentation all within an allotted amount of time. In this unit we will
have extensive practice discussing with our classmates with the goal of improving our ability

not only to present our ideas, but also respond to questions in a logical and timelier fashion.

2. Skill / Areas to be developed:
Presenting facts or opinions, Listening attentively, Judging logical consistency, Asking and

answering questions, Summarizing

3. Allotted class time: Two periods

4. Goals: (can do)
1) Be able to present facts and opinions in a clear and logical fashion.
2) Improve our attentive listening skills.
3) Be able to develop arguments to hold / defend our position.
4) Improve ability to respond promptly and accurately to questions.

5) Be able to summarize our main points.

5. Tasks:

1) Main speech: Present speeches supporting and opposing an argument.

2) Questions and Answers: Ask and answer questions of the other side to clarify any points or
seek further explanation.

3) Rebuttal / Refutation: Challenge the opposing side’s logic by pointing out inconsistencies,
offering alternative arguments, etc. Defend argument against challenges maintaining its
integrity.

4) Judgment: Judge which team has better presented and defended its ideas logically,

intelligibly, and persuasively.

6. Materials:
- Handouts (PowerPoint slides — hard copy)
- Video camera and tape
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