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Qs & As on Short Statements 13-14

1. Unit Description:
In the question-and-answer portion of an academic presentation, it is a necessary skill to be
able to both ask concise questions clarifying the presenter’s points and to be able to provide
relevant responses to such questions in an accurate and timely manner. In this unit we will
practice making questions which are thought-provoking and to the point. We will also have
ample practice in responding to such questions both quickly and accurately.

2. Skills / Areas to be developed:
Asking questions, Answering questions

3. Allotted Class Time: Two periods

4. Goals: "“Can Do”
1) Be able to state our opinions clearly and comprehensively.
2) Improve our skills in asking questions concisely and in a thought-provoking manner.
3) Be able to provide swift and satisfactory answers to questions from the audience.

5. Tasks:

1) One-minute speech: Give a short speech clearly expressing agreement or disagreement
with an assigned topic / viewpoint.

2) Asking questions: Ask as many meaningful questions as possible in response to
speeches given by classmates.

3) Answering questions: Practice providing accurate and intelligible answers to classmates’
questions.

4) Critical comments: Through listening to each other’s ideas and exchanging constructive
criticism, gain a better understanding or our own strong points and areas for improvement.
The instructor’s comments will also serve as a reference.

6. Materials:
Flashcards for Task 1)
Useful Expressions for Discussions / Presentations in English
Checklist for Qs & As on Short Statements
Video camera with tape
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