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English Rhetoric: Linear Development of an Idea 1-2

1. Unit Description:

Putting out thoughts into words and communicating them to others can be a difficult task even in
our own language. In another language it is even more so. The reason for this is that the way in
which our thoughts are structured varies according to our native language. In this unit we will be
examining the structure of the English paragraph in order to gain a better understanding of the
characteristics of linear thinking — a fundamental aspect of English. Primarily through practicing
the formation of topic sentences*, we will work on developing our ability to clearly express our
thoughts in a single effective sentence.

* A topic sentence expresses the main idea and is the most important single sentence in any one
paragraph.

2. Skills / Areas to be developed:
Examining English paragraph organization, Stating main ideas clearly and concisely

3. Allotted Class Time: Two periods

4. Goals: "“Can Do”
1) Gain an understanding of the structure of English paragraphs.
2) Be able to clearly express what we want to say in a single sentence.

5. Tasks:
1) Comparison of two paragraphs: Read two English paragraphs and consider which style we
prefer and which style is easier to understand.
2) Learn the structure of a paragraph: Understand and remember terms such as “topic

”m

sentence”, “supporting sentence”, “unity”, and “coherence”.

3) Making topic sentences:
Make a topic sentence fitting to the contents of a provided paragraph.
Make topic sentences that clearly express our own ideas on a given topic.

4) Critical comments: Through listening to each other’s ideas and exchanging constructive
criticism, gain a better understanding or our own strong points and areas for improvement.

The instructor’s comments will also serve as a reference.

6. Materials: PowerPoint slide show with copies provided for student use.
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