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Outline

Written scientific communication is critical for advancing science but is often underemphasized in
scientific training. Strengthening writing skills can enhance our ability to both conduct and to

transmit our research. Lectures, writing exercises, and student presentations/discussions in this
course will focus first on defining and recognizing “good” writing and then on implementing

these concept in our own writing. The course is designed for both native and non-native English
speakers. 

Goal

Lecture materials, writing assignments and in-class discussions will focus on improving our
ability to recognize strengths and weaknesses in written scientific communication. This skill will

be essential to enhance our own writing with a focus on developing effective approaches for
continuous improvement. 

Grading policy
The quality of the course will depend on student contributions. Grades will be based on
assignments and in-class participation.

Lecture Plan

The course will begin with lectures and reading and writing exercises to define “good”
scientific writing. What are the common features of strong writing? What are the common problems

and issues of less effective written communication? We will focus on scientific writing for a
broad audience (especially scientists from other fields) and will study examples of effective

research summaries of recent major advances. Class members will also contribute their own
summaries of important papers in their fields and we will discuss the strengths and identify areas
for potential improvement of these submissions. We will then shift to communications of our own

research and will study how to write strong research summaries and poster-style communications.
Class member submissions and discussion will be a central aspect for this course. 

Monday 15:30-17:10
Jan. 23

Jan. 30
Feb. 6
Feb. 13

Feb. 20
Feb. 27

Mar. 6
Mar. 13

Location NIG

Language English

Textbooks and references Duke Graduate School Scientific Writing Resource
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https://sites.duke.edu/scientificwriting/

Science Research Writing: For Native and Non-native Speakers of English
World Scientific Pub Co Inc; 2nd edition (March 12, 2020)

ISBN-13 ‏ : ‎ 978-1786347831

English for Academic Research: Writing Exercises: Writing Exercises

Springer; 2015 edition (December 14, 2015)
ISBN-13 ‏ : ‎ 978-1461442974
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