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The National Institute of Genetics (NIG) is located in the city of Mishima, near Fuji-Hakone
National Park. It was established in 1949 as the central institute for studies on the various aspects
of genetics. The NIG was reorganized in 1984 as an inter-university research institute to pro-
mote collaborative studies. The NIG is also serving as a stock center for various genetic resour-
ces and the DNA Data Bank of Japan, as well as providing excellent research environment for
inter-university collaborations. In 1988, the Graduate University for Advanced Studies was
founded and NIG is now undertaking the responsibility for graduate education as the Depart-
ment of Genetics.

During this period, the field of genetics experienced a revolution, and it has now become
the basis of all fields in life science. Molecular techniques now allow us not only to decipher
entire genome sequences of organisms including humans, but also to understand details of higher
biological phenomena, such as biological evolution, cell differentiation, morphogenesis and brain
function. The NIG has been exploiting the evolving nature of genetics to extend the frontiers
of life science. We wish to continue to make innovations to maintain and expand our scien-
tific activities. To do this, we welcome your critical comments and suggestions about our cur-

rent research activities and future plans.

Director-General Yoshiki Hotta

HOTTA, Yoshiki

Research Field: Molecular and developmental neurobiology

Career: Professor of Biophysics, Graduate School of Science, University of Tokyo
(1972-1997); Director, Molecular Genetics Research Laboratory, University of Tokyo
(1989-1997); Adjunct Professor of Cell Biology, National Institute for Basic Biology
(1990-1995); Director-General, National Institute of Genetics (1997- )

Awards: Matsunaga Award (1977); Inoue Prize for Science (1985); Kihara Award of
Genetics Society of Japan (1995); The Takeda Prize for Medical Science (1998)
Medal with Purple Ribbon (1999)

Memberships: Genetics Society of Japan; Molecular Biology Society of Japan; Jap-
anese Society of Developmental Biologists, Biophysics Society of Japan; Genetics
Society of America







